
It is an absolute joy to watch students reconnect with each other and with

learning.  An absolute joy.  During these first weeks of the school year, we

have been witness to happy children (even during math!) and students

eager to participate and express curiosity.   Whether fully online or in the

building for two hours, St. Luke students are praying, smiling, and learning.  

Granted, there are challenges - there are technology irritations and Zoom

learning curves and glasses fogging up as they wear masks, and they

probably would like to go to recess.  Still, they are working hard to SEE

THE GOOD, and there is much good to be seen.

One of the places good is most evident is in our parent community.  You

are all amazing. You have rearranged your home lives to make this work.

You juggle multiple children on simultaneous afternoon sessions.  You send

supportive messages to the teachers.  We have parents reaching out to

other parents to arrange safe carpools, parents offering to organize new

fundraising opportunities, parents keeping track of books and Kindles and

masks and water bottles that come back and forth.  We are awed by your

commitment.

Yes, this has been a start to the year like no other, but many things feel

familiar and wonderful.  We are a strong, faith-filled, incredibly supportive

community.  Welcome back to school, St. Luke!

- Becky Williams, principal
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BLESSING OF THE

ANIMALS 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER  2!

Fr. Moises Leal, our pastor
at St. Luke Catholic Church,
will be visiting our
classrooms on Friday,
October 2, to honor our
beloved pets.  In
recognition of the October
4 Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi, we invite students to
bring in or share on Zoom
pictures of their pets.  Fr.
Moises will say a prayer of
blessing in each classroom
during both the 8:00 session
and the 10:30 session. 



MORNING PRAYER

We continue the beautiful
St. Luke tradition of
beginning the day with
communal prayer.  Each
morning, students join in
saluting the flag, offering
the day to God, and
celebrating each others'
birthdays and
accomplishments.
Morning prayer is posted
each day on SchoolSpeak.
If you would like to view
past morning prayers, click
"Announcements" and
change the date to "All Past
Ones."  

Coming Soon! 
"See the Good Spotlight"
We'll acknowledge a
student each day for the
good that they do!

STAR ASSESSMENTS
The first STAR assessment window for the Archdiocese
began on September 9 and continues through October 2.
Students in grades K-1 take STAR Early Literacy
assessments, while students in grades 2-8 take STAR
Reading and STAR Math assessments.  Teachers will be
using this data to further individualize learning for
students.  We will spend much of the October 9th
inservice day analyzing STAR data and planning for
continual student growth.  STAR scores will be reported
to families following the second testing window, which
takes place in late fall.

ATTENDANCE 

We have had excellent attendance in these first two weeks!
We are very pleased to have all learners engaged in the
online afternoon sessions.  These sessions include
instruction in core curriculum areas and further connections
between students and teachers,  as well as connections
between peers.  Thank you for prioritizing this instructional
time for your children. 

If your children regularly attend in-person sessions, but are
unable to be at a session, they have the option of Zooming
in.  The more notice we have of this occurrence, the better
prepared teachers can be to effectively incorporate online
students into morning sessions.  Please communicate
absences with the office. 

CURRICULUM REVIEW: SCIENCE 
Each school year, the Archdiocese guides us in careful
review of designated curriculum.  As this year begins, we
will give attention to science and complete an in-depth
study reflecting on our science program. Engaging lessons
are already happening in science classes - Mystery
Science materials have allowed 4th grade to build model
fingers with working tendons and 5th grade to visualize
the food chain, while middle school students have used
FOSS Kit materials to test chemical substances and study
carbon dating. Science will be the next curricular area we
build into K-3 instructional time.  We look forward to
sharing throughout the year!



HEALTH REMINDERS

Thank you for being cautious about sending children to in-
person instruction when they are not feeling well. We
appreciate your partnership in completing health screenings
at home.  The primary symptoms that we screen for are
fever (defined as 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher) or
chills, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, or cough.
Persistence or worsening of these symptoms require
extended time away from the school building this year.
Please consult with the school office with questions.  With
cold and flu season quickly approaching, we know this will
be tricky.  We will continue to do our best to take good care
of each other!

INTERNET STRUGGLES 
Overall, technology has been a great gift during this time.
However, connectivity issues occasionally cause frustrating
moments for distance learning.  The school is looking to upgrade
the current internet plan to hopefully resolve some of those
issues on our end.  If your child is noticing a struggling
connection at home, it may be worth a call to your internet
provider to see what suggestions they have. 

We had been looking into hotspots.  You may have heard that
many school districts have supplied these for families.  However,
we recently learned that companies that make hotspots
affordable for education do not extend these programs to private
schools.  We are really hopeful that increased internet capacity at
the school will resolve many issues we have seen thus far. 

CONTINUED ENROLLMENT

We have space in most grades, and we
welcome new students throughout the
year.  If you know a family who would
be home at St. Luke, encourage them
to get in touch with us!

stlukewoodburnoffice@gmail.com
or

rwilliams@stlukeschoolwoodburn.org
or

503-981-7441

MASK MAINTENANCE 
Students (and staff!) are doing a great job wearing
masks during in-person sessions.  Two important
things to keep in mind about masks:

1) Be sure your child's mask fits him or her well. 
 Masks should stay over a child's nose and fit to the
 bottom of the chin.
2) Masks should be frequently washed. :)


